[Expression and significance of CD44(+)ESA(+)CD24(-/low), stem cell markers for breast cancer, in non-small-cell lung carcinoma].
Stem cells are found in all human tissues, while tumor stem cells (TSCs) are also detected in tumors. TSC of breast cancer has been separated and its markers have been affirmed. However, TSC of lung carcinoma has not been separated yet. This study was to investigate the expression and significance of stem cell markers for breast cancer (CD44(+)ESA(+)CD24(-/low)) in non-small-cell lung carcinoma (NSCLC). Expressions of CD44,ESA and CD24 of tumor tissues in 77 cases of NSCLC patients were detected using immunohistochemistry. The correlations of the expression of the makers to tumor size, smoking, histological type, differentiation, lymphoid metastasis, and prognosis were analyzed. The expressive rates of CD44,ESA and CD24 were 63.6%, 66.2% and 7.8%, respectively in 77 NSCLC tissues. CD44-positive expression was significantly higher in poorly differentiated and undifferentiated group than in well differentiated group. ESA-positive expression was significantly higher in well differentiated group than in poorly differentiated and undifferentiated group. The ESA positivity was significantly higher in glandular carcinoma than in squamous carcinoma. The expressive rate of CD44(+)ESA(+)CD24(-/low) in 77 cases of NSCLC was 36.4%. No correlations were found in the expression of CD44(+)ESA(+)CD24(-/low) to smoking, tumor size, histological type, differentiation, lymphoid metastasis and prognosis (P>0.05). Expressions of stem cell markers for breast cancer (CD44(+)ESA(+)CD24(-/low)) are not associated with tumor size, histological type, differentiation, lymphoid metastasis and prognosis of NSCLC.